


The JSO is the musical leader in the greater Jackson area. We
innovate and collaborate in ways that enrich and elevate our

community and beyond.

M I S S I O N

V I S I O N

To provide world-class music and music education to the
greater Jackson community.

L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

We expanded free programming at the Dahlem
Center and experienced notable growth in our
Youth Symphony (JYSO). Through every
performance and lesson, we remain rooted in our
mission: to provide world-class music and music
education to the greater Jackson community.

To our staff, board, and supporters—thank you
for making this work possible. P A G E  1

MATTHEW AUBIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Matthew Aubin

We’re proud to share the Jackson Symphony Orchestra and the Ronald and
Marvel Jones Community Music School’s 2024–2025 Impact Report,
highlighting a year of growth, transition, and deepened community connection.

This report marks our 75th anniversary, and we were thrilled to welcome back
many longtime friends—including Maestro Stephen Osmond—for our first sold-
out Classical concert since 2019. We also saw leadership transitions, as Steven
Trosin and Pamela Mineweaser moved on to new opportunities. I’ve reassumed
the role of Executive Director with great pride and optimism for what’s ahead.
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SHAWN CHRISTIE
BOARD CHAIR

Shawn Christie
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Fueled by insights from two 75th-season
focus groups, the JSO board is driving
strategic planning to amplify music’s
impact across our community.
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CLASSICAL777
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O U R  C O N C E R T S

4 7 +  P E R F O R M A N C E S4 7 +  P E R F O R M A N C E S

Popular music performed by our Symphony
Orchestra in a free & outdoor Summer
Pops Concert and a Spring Concert.

P O P S

Each of our Classical Concerts have 50-70
musicians on stage and about 300-750
attendees depending on the venue. Each
concert features at least one acclaimed
guest artist.

777

Music of all genres by touring music
groups that feature their own music for
up to 300 attendees in Weatherwax Hall.

MUSIC ON TAP 888

444

444

NUTCRACKER

A partnership performance with Ballet
Chelsea featuring their student dancers,
professional performers, open audition
winners, and our JSO musicians for over
3,000 attendees.

Additional performances this season
featuring JSO musicians in a string quartet
playing popular music by candlelight at
the Jackson County Tower Ballroom in
partnership with the Jackson County Fair.

CONCERT AGLOW

O U R  C O N C E R T S

111 EDUCATION

Free performance for 3rd and 4th graders
in Jackson County from 14 schools
(public, private, and homeschool) and
almost 1,500 attendees showing a 22%
increase in test scores.
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SENSORY-FRIENDLY

Free chamber concert series as of 2023
for individuals with physical disabilities or
sensory sensitivities - impacting
approximately 250 attendees total.

An ensemble of adult advanced string
musicians that practice weekly and
perform free concerts for the community.

COMMUNITY STRINGS

O U R  C O N C E R T S

222

New free partnered chamber
performances with Dahlem Center.

SUMMER SONGS DAHLEM
PARTNERED PERFORMANCE

121212

222

CMS STUDENT RECITALS

247 CMS musicians of all ages showcasing
what they have learned during their
semester of music lessons.

A showcase performance for 56 students
engaged in 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year string
team group classes. Students also
performed on stage with JSO musicians
for the free Education Concert for the
first time - starting a new tradition.

STRING TEAM RECITALS

O U R  C O N C E R T S

+++

The JSO is proud to partner with our
community and perform at local
fundraisers and events.

COMMUNITY PERFORMANCES,
CMS STUDIO RECITALS, AND MORE!
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An ensemble of 63 advanced high school
musicians that practice weekly and
perform free concerts for their family
and friends.

JYSO CONCERTS

GOALS

Foster musical excellence by providing a platform for talented young
musicians to showcase their skills, develop their artistic abilities, and
participate in two JYSO concerts throughout the year.
Students in CMS private lessons can join JYSO for free.
Raise the level of students’ abilities through immersive opportunities
with the Jackson Symphony Orchestra. One side-by-side performance
per year.

WHY IT MATTERS

of schools in Jackson County are without
a string program. For advanced musicians,
the JYSO offers full orchestra ensemble
experience in high school. 90%

ZIP CODES
17

STUDENT GROWTH

Highlight the many people who
made the JSO what it is today.

7 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  C O N C E R T

Show off the incredible collaborations
we have in our community.

G OA L S

NORTHWEST 7th & 8th
GRADE TREBLE CHOIR

Conductor Laureate Stephen
Osmond returned to the podium
for this milestone performance.

This Classical Concert had the most Attendance and Ticket Sales since
April 27th, 2019!

For a town this size, this is really a fine orchestra [..]
organizations in cities ten times this size just dream
about having something like this.

1,502
Tickets Sold



Support comes in many forms; volunteers, listeners, patrons, subscribers,
advocates, sponsors, and donors. The JSO wouldn’t have the same level of
accomplishment without these avenues of generosity from our community. 

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

O U R  T O P  S U P P O R T E R S

Ronald and Marvel Jones
Dr. David and Patricia Eggert
Erin Mazur and Marco Shehab
Matthew and Michelle Aubin
Philip J. Curtis
Andrea and Bill Stickney
Virge Swanson
Gunnar and Louise Klarr

Jackson Symphony Guild
Michigan Arts and Culture Council
Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity
Consumers Energy
Alro Steel
Curtis, Curtis & Brelinski P.C
John George Student Loan Fund

Scan to view additional
Sponsors and Donors or visit

jacksonsymphony.org/support.

BELLE COTY
DIRECTOR OF FUND AND

AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT

Belle Coty

LONGEVITY & OUR FOUNDATION
The Jackson Symphony Orchestra Foundation Association, Inc.

is valued at approximately $8M.

I support the Jackson Symphony Orchestra primarily because
whether it is Bach, Beethoven, Bernstein or Billy Joel, our
Orchestra's performance is perfection. My response to the gift
of their time and talent is to give them my full support. Come,
Listen, Enjoy, and you will be moved to do the same.

- Carlene Walz, Donor
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$45,295
IN SCHOLARSHIPS

$34,995
Financial Aid to 79 students

$10,300
Merit Scholarships to 32 Students

COLLEEN MONAHAN
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS

AND OPERATIONS

Colleen Monahan
JED FRITZEMEIER

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION

Jed Fritzemeier

I N V E S T I N G  I N  O U R  F U T U R E !

E N R O L L M E N T  G R O W T H
At CMS, we believe that music
education enriches the lives of our
students, and we are committed to
ensuring that this opportunity
remains accessible to everyone,
regardless of financial constraints.

From babies to eighties, our CMS
students can explore and learn
over 20 different instruments and
enroll in multiple classes.

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S :  R O N  &  M A R V E L  J O N E S

Thank you so much for helping with our lessons through the
summer scholarships. It means a lot to have people investing
into my musical education and future!

- Bekah J., Student



MARCO SHEHAB
BOOKKEEPER
THE ACCOUNTANT L.C

Marco Shehab

B U D G E T

$1.6M

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

Revenue

Expenses 

Individual Donations
20%

CMS
19%

Ticket Sales
18%

Endowment
16%

Sponsorships
15%

JSG
5%

Other
4%

JSO Admin Staff
32%

Building Costs
23%

Musicians
15%

Teachers
12%

Production
11%

Guest Artists
4%

Marketing
3%

Hall Rental
3%

T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F  M U S I C  F O R
O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T

G R A S S  L A K E  W E L L N E S S  DAY:

MUSIC & BRAIN HEALTH

As part of Grass Lake Wellness Day, JSO musicians Jed Fritzemeier (bass) and Dr. Shaun
Huang (violin) led three lively 45-minute sessions for young adults ages 15–25,

blending performance and brain science with plenty of fun.

What the audience learned:

Playing an instrument can boost
memory, focus, and emotional health.

Music activates multiple parts of
the brain—shown in MRI studies.

Picking up an instrument later in life
can help preserve cognitive function.

You don’t have to be a pro—active
participation is what counts!

*AEP6 calculator estimate

$2.5M *

H O W  D O E S  O U R  M U S I C  E N R I C H
A N D  E L E V A T E  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y ?

Music that makes us feel good isn’t just a feeling,
it is supported by scientific facts.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE



M A T T H E W B E L L E B E T H C O L L E E N

J E DM A R A N I C H O L E C A T H E R I N E

J O H N J O N A T H A NM A R C O

M A D E L Y N

I R I N A

MARA SHEHAB
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

Mara Shehab

E Q U A L  B I L L I N G  P R O J E C T

In March 2025, we released our second Equal Billing album,
which has been featured and reviewed by various outlets,
including The Strad and received the prestigious Diapason
Découverte award from Diapason magazine, a leading French
publication that highlights outstanding new classical recordings.

E X P A N D I N G  O U R  R E A C H

O N L I N E  O U T R E A C H

JSO GONE WORLDWIDE

YouTube Views Geographic Reach

233,926
reached through

social media channels

56,891
reached through

our websites

LEARN MORE
AND LISTEN



215 W Michigan Ave.
Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 782-3221
www.jacksonsymphony.org

Photo credits: Coley Kennedy Stay Gold Photo
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	11,496
	111
	701
	OUR CONCERTS

	47+ PERFORMANCES
	CLASSICAL
	Each of our Classical Concerts have 50-70 musicians on stage and about 300-750 attendees depending on the venue. Each concert features at least one acclaimed guest artist.
	Music of all genres by touring music groups that feature their own music for up to 300 attendees in Weatherwax Hall.

	MUSIC ON TAP
	POPS
	Popular music performed by our Symphony Orchestra in a free & outdoor Summer Pops Concert and a Spring Concert.
	A partnership performance with Ballet Chelsea featuring their student dancers, professional performers, open audition winners, and our JSO musicians for over 3,000 attendees.

	NUTCRACKER
	EDUCATION
	Free performance for 3rd and 4th graders in Jackson County from 14 schools (public, private, and homeschool) and almost 1,500 attendees showing a 22% increase in test scores.
	Additional performances this season featuring JSO musicians in a string quartet playing popular music by candlelight at the Jackson County Tower Ballroom in partnership with the Jackson County Fair.

	CONCERT AGLOW
	Free chamber concert series as of 2023 for individuals with physical disabilities or sensory sensitivities - impacting approximately 250 attendees total.

	SENSORY-FRIENDLY
	An ensemble of adult advanced string musicians that practice weekly and perform free concerts for the community.
	New free partnered chamber performances with Dahlem Center.

	COMMUNITY STRINGS
	SUMMER SONGS DAHLEM PARTNERED PERFORMANCE
	247 CMS musicians of all ages showcasing what they have learned during their semester of music lessons.

	CMS STUDENT RECITALS
	A showcase performance for 56 students engaged in 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year string team group classes. Students also performed on stage with JSO musicians for the free Education Concert for the first time - starting a new tradition.

	STRING TEAM RECITALS
	The JSO is proud to partner with our community and perform at local fundraisers and events.

	COMMUNITY PERFORMANCES,
	CMS STUDIO RECITALS, AND MORE!
	OUR PROGRAMS
	JYSO CONCERTS
	GOALS
	WHY IT MATTERS


	90%
	ZIP CODES
	STUDENT GROWTH
	75TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
	1,502
	GOALS
	THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
	Support comes in many forms; volunteers, listeners, patrons, subscribers, advocates, sponsors, and donors. The JSO wouldn’t have the same level of accomplishment without these avenues of generosity from our community.
	OUR TOP SUPPORTERS
	Dr. David and Patricia Eggert
	Erin Mazur and Marco Shehab
	Matthew and Michelle Aubin
	Philip J. Curtis
	Andrea and Bill Stickney
	Gunnar and Louise Klarr
	Consumers Energy
	Alro Steel
	Curtis, Curtis & Brelinski P.C
	John George Student Loan Fund
	I support the Jackson Symphony Orchestra primarily because whether it is Bach, Beethoven, Bernstein or Billy Joel, our Orchestra's performance is perfection. My response to the gift of their time and talent is to give them my full support. Come, Listen, Enjoy, and you will be moved to do the same.
	- Carlene Walz, Donor

	LONGEVITY & OUR FOUNDATION
	The Jackson Symphony Orchestra Foundation Association, Inc.
	is valued at approximately $8M.




	Belle Coty
	INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE!
	ENROLLMENT GROWTH
	At CMS, we believe that music education enriches the lives of our students, and we are committed to ensuring that this opportunity remains accessible to everyone, regardless of financial constraints.
	From babies to eighties, our CMS students can explore and learn over 20 different instruments and enroll in multiple classes.




	$45,295
	IN SCHOLARSHIPS
	$34,995
	$10,300
	Thank you so much for helping with our lessons through the summer scholarships. It means a lot to have people investing into my musical education and future!
	- Bekah J., Student

	Jed Fritzemeier
	Colleen Monahan
	FINANCIAL REPORT
	THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC FOR OUR COMMUNITY
	$1.6M
	ECONOMIC IMPACT

	$2.5M
	Revenue
	MUSIC & BRAIN HEALTH


	Expenses

	Marco Shehab
	EXPANDING OUR REACH
	EQUAL BILLING PROJECT
	ONLINE OUTREACH
	JSO GONE WORLDWIDE
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	reached through
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	Mara Shehab

	56,891
	reached through
	our websites
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