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MATTHEW AUBIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Matthew Aubin

The JSO is the musical leader in the greater Jackson area. We
innovate and collaborate in ways that enrich and elevate our

community and beyond.

M I S S I O N

V I S I O N

To provide world-class music and music education to the
greater Jackson community.

L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Through every concert, lesson, and community
initiative, we remain committed to providing
world-class music and music education to the
greater Jackson community.

Thank you to our staff, board, donors, and
patrons for making this work possible.

We’re proud to share the Jackson Symphony Orchestra and the Ronald and
Marvel Jones Community Music School’s 2025–2026 Impact Report,
highlighting a year of artistic growth, expanded access, and strong community
engagement.

This season featured the largest Classical concert attendance of my nine years
as Music Director of the JSO, an unforgettable appearance by Branford
Marsalis, and offering first-year String Team for free through grant funding. We
also said heartfelt goodbyes to Belle Coty and Colleen Monahan and welcomed
Lauri Eberhart and Jonathan Smith to our leadership team.
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SHAWN CHRISTIE
BOARD CHAIR

Shawn Christie
Together, we are building a stronger, more
sustainable JSO that connects with our
community, broadens our impact, and
delivers meaningful musical experiences for all.

S T R A T E G I C  P L A N  G O A L S

1. Build a Strong Internal Infrastructure:
Nurture a vibrant culture and climate and refine and utilize clear and
streamlined systems, processes, procedures and practices in order to build a
strong infrastructure that supports the operations and functions of the JSO.

2. Sustain Our Work:
Ensure adequate and accessible facilities, strengthen our financial climate,
and foster collaboration and partnership in order to sustain the work of our
organization for years to come.

3. Grow Our Reach:
Identify needs and preferences of current and potential consumers and
enhance our communication and the telling of our story in order to grow our
audience and reach and increase awareness of the JSO.

4. Mission Driven Programs and Services:
Identify and provide programs and services that are relevant and meaningful
to the mission and vision of the JSO; will engage diverse audiences; and are
responsive to community needs and desires.
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O U R  C O N C E R T S

4 7 +  P E R F O R M A N C E S4 7 +  P E R F O R M A N C E S

Popular music performed by our Symphony
Orchestra in a free & outdoor Summer
Pops Concert and a Spring Concert.

P O P S

Each of our Classical Concerts have 50-70
musicians on stage and about 300-750
attendees depending on the venue. Each
concert features at least one acclaimed
guest artist.

777

Music of all genres by touring music
groups that feature their own music for
up to 300 attendees in Weatherwax Hall.

MUSIC ON TAP 888

444
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NUTCRACKER

A partnership performance with Ballet
Chelsea featuring their student dancers,
professional performers, open audition
winners, and our JSO musicians for over
3,000 attendees.

Additional performances this season
featuring JSO musicians playing popular
music by candlelight at the Jackson
County Tower Ballroom in partnership
with the Jackson County Fair.

CONCERT AGLOW

O U R  C O N C E R T S

222 EDUCATION

Free performances for nearly 1,500 3rd
and 4th graders from 14 Jackson County
schools, showing a 22% increase in test
scores. Plus, a new free high school and
college performance exploring the
connection between literature and music.
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SENSORY-FRIENDLY

Free chamber concert series as of 2023
for individuals with physical disabilities or
sensory sensitivities - impacting
approximately 250 attendees total.

An ensemble of adult advanced string
musicians that practice weekly and
perform free concerts for the community.

COMMUNITY STRINGS

O U R  C O N C E R T S

222

Free partnered chamber performances
with Dahlem Center.

SUMMER SONGS DAHLEM
PARTNERED PERFORMANCE

161616
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CMS STUDENT RECITALS

246 CMS musicians of all ages showcasing
what they have learned during their
semester of music lessons.

A showcase performance for 95 students
engaged in 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year string
team group classes. Students also
performed on stage with JSO musicians
for the free Education Concert.

STRING TEAM RECITALS

O U R  C O N C E R T S

+++

The JSO is proud to partner with our
community and perform at local
fundraisers and events.

COMMUNITY PERFORMANCES,
CMS STUDIO RECITALS, AND MORE!
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An ensemble of 55 advanced high school
musicians that practice weekly and
perform free concerts for their family
and friends.

JYSO CONCERTS

WHY IT MATTERS

C M S  S T R I N G  T E A M S

Thanks to generous support from the Walters Family Foundation and
Flagstar Foundation, CMS dramatically reduced the cost of String Team,
removing financial barriers for young musicians across Jackson County.

of schools in Jackson County
are without a string program.

90%
students get the chance to hold a violin
through 43 annual presentations at 12 schools.

1,100+

Bringing Branford Marsalis to our community to perform with the
Jackson Symphony Orchestra this past season clearly demonstrated
the high level the JSO has risen to and matured in the music world.

Bill and I consider it an honor to be able to support these endeavors,
and we hope to join with other committed sponsors to continue
offering an impressive level of quality programming.

- Andrea Stickney, Donor

B R A N F O R D  M A R S A L I S

On March 28, 2026, we were honored to
perform with legendary saxophonist
Branford Marsalis. A three-time Grammy
Award winner and NEA Jazz Master, Marsalis
has built an extraordinary career spanning
jazz, classical music, Broadway, film, and
television.

As a classical soloist, he has performed
with some of the world’s most acclaimed
ensembles, including the New York and
Los Angeles Philharmonics.



LAURI EBERHART
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Lauri Eberhart

Support comes in many forms; volunteers, listeners, patrons, subscribers,
advocates, sponsors, and donors. The JSO wouldn’t have the same level of
accomplishment without these avenues of generosity from our community. 

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

O U R  T O P  S U P P O R T E R S

Ronald and Marvel Jones
Dr. David and Patricia Eggert
Erin Mazur and Marco Shehab
Matthew and Michelle Aubin
Philip J. Curtis
Andrea and Bill Stickney
Virge Swanson
Gunnar and Louise Klarr

Jackson Symphony Guild
Michigan Arts and Culture Council
Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity
Consumers Energy
Alro Steel
Curtis, Curtis & Brelinski P.C
John George Student Loan Fund

Scan to view additional
Sponsors and Donors or visit

jacksonsymphony.org/support.

LONGEVITY & OUR FOUNDATION
The Jackson Symphony Orchestra Foundation Association, Inc.

is valued at approximately $9M.

The Jackson Symphony Orchestra Foundation Association is
valued at approximately $9 million and has nearly tripled
during the past 10 years. The Foundation serves an important
purpose in securing the financial stability of the JSO for
decades to come and depends on your generous donations.

- Erin Mazur, Donor
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NICHOLE THOMPSON
COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL

AND BOX OFFICE MANAGER

Nichole Thompson

$39,174
IN SCHOLARSHIPS

$31,524
Financial Aid to 82 students

$7,650
Merit Scholarships to 31 Students

JED FRITZEMEIER
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION

Jed Fritzemeier

I N V E S T I N G  I N  O U R  F U T U R E !

E N R O L L M E N T  G R O W T H
At CMS, we believe that music
education enriches the lives of our
students, and we are committed to
ensuring that this opportunity
remains accessible to everyone,
regardless of financial constraints.

From babies to eighties, our CMS
students can explore and learn
over 20 different instruments and
enroll in multiple classes.

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S :  R O N  &  M A R V E L  J O N E S

Thank you so much! I really like to play piano, so helping pay
for my lessons means a lot to me.

- Boyd D., Student



MARCO SHEHAB
BOOKKEEPER
THE ACCOUNTANT L.C

Marco Shehab

B U D G E T

$1.7M

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

Revenue

Expenses 

Endowment
20%

Ticket Sales
16%

CMS
16%

Individual Donations
15%

Sponsorships
13%

Foundations
6.4%

JSG
2.8%

Hall Rental
2.4%

JSO Admin Staff
36.4%

Musicians
15.2%

Teachers
11.1%

Building Costs
10.1%

Production
9.1%

Other
9.1%

Guest Artists
5.1%

Marketing
3%

Scholarships
1%

Govt support
6%

Scholarships
2%

Playing an instrument can boost
memory, focus, and emotional health.

Music activates multiple parts of
the brain—shown in MRI studies.

Picking up an instrument later in life
can help preserve cognitive function.

You don’t have to be a pro—active
participation is what counts!

T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F  M U S I C  F O R
O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

The Jackson Chamber Players were launched this year with performances of "Peter and the
Wolf" by Sergei Prokofiev. "JCP" is an outreach program of the Jackson Symphony Orchestra

designed to bring great classical music into smaller venues. One of the focal points of the
ensemble is to perform for elementary students at their schools. Our initial performances

were for the Jackson Northwest and the Columbia Central school districts.

What the audience learned:

H O W  D O E S  O U R  M U S I C  E N R I C H
A N D  E L E V A T E  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y ?

Music that makes us feel good isn’t just a feeling,
it is supported by scientific facts.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE



MARA SHEHAB
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

Mara Shehab

E X P A N D I N G  O U R  R E A C H

O N L I N E  O U T R E A C H

456,385
REACHED THROUGH

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS

80,741
REACHED THROUGH

OUR WEBSITES

PERFORMANCE
VENUES

7+
NEW AUDIENCE

MEMBERS WELCOMED

1,235

M A T T H E W L A U R I B E T H M A R A

J O N A T H A N M A R C O

J E D N I C H O L E M A D E L Y N J E N N I F E R

I R I N AM C K E N N A



215 W Michigan Ave.
Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 782-3221
www.jacksonsymphony.org
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	MISSION
	To provide world-class music and music education to the greater Jackson community.

	VISION
	The JSO is the musical leader in the greater Jackson area. We innovate and collaborate in ways that enrich and elevate our community and beyond.

	LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	We’re proud to share the Jackson Symphony Orchestra and the Ronald and Marvel Jones Community Music School’s 2025–2026 Impact Report, highlighting a year of artistic growth, expanded access, and strong community engagement.
	This season featured the largest Classical concert attendance of my nine years as Music Director of the JSO, an unforgettable appearance by Branford Marsalis, and offering first-year String Team for free through grant funding. We also said heartfelt goodbyes to Belle Coty and Colleen Monahan and welcomed Lauri Eberhart and Jonathan Smith to our leadership team.
	Through every concert, lesson, and community initiative, we remain committed to providing world-class music and music education to the greater Jackson community.
	Thank you to our staff, board, donors, and
	patrons for making this work possible.

	Matthew Aubin
	MATTHEW AUBIN
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND  MUSIC DIRECTOR

	STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS
	1. Build a Strong Internal Infrastructure:
	Nurture a vibrant culture and climate and refine and utilize clear and streamlined systems, processes, procedures and practices in order to build a strong infrastructure that supports the operations and functions of the JSO.
	2. Sustain Our Work:
	Ensure adequate and accessible facilities, strengthen our financial climate, and foster collaboration and partnership in order to sustain the work of our organization for years to come.
	3. Grow Our Reach:
	Identify needs and preferences of current and potential consumers and enhance our communication and the telling of our story in order to grow our audience and reach and increase awareness of the JSO.
	4. Mission Driven Programs and Services:
	Identify and provide programs and services that are relevant and meaningful to the mission and vision of the JSO; will engage diverse audiences; and are responsive to community needs and desires.
	Together, we are building a stronger, more sustainable JSO that connects with our community, broadens our impact, and
	delivers meaningful musical experiences for all.


	Shawn Christie
	SHAWN CHRISTIE
	BOARD CHAIR


	TAKE
	23,000+
	173
	198
	3,000+
	100+


	772
	217

	NOTE!
	12,982
	113
	787
	OUR CONCERTS

	47+ PERFORMANCES
	CLASSICAL
	Each of our Classical Concerts have 50-70 musicians on stage and about 300-750 attendees depending on the venue. Each concert features at least one acclaimed guest artist.
	Music of all genres by touring music groups that feature their own music for up to 300 attendees in Weatherwax Hall.

	MUSIC ON TAP
	POPS
	Popular music performed by our Symphony Orchestra in a free & outdoor Summer Pops Concert and a Spring Concert.
	A partnership performance with Ballet Chelsea featuring their student dancers, professional performers, open audition winners, and our JSO musicians for over 3,000 attendees.

	NUTCRACKER
	EDUCATION
	Free performances for nearly 1,500 3rd and 4th graders from 14 Jackson County schools, showing a 22% increase in test scores. Plus, a new free high school and college performance exploring the connection between literature and music.
	Additional performances this season featuring JSO musicians playing popular music by candlelight at the Jackson County Tower Ballroom in partnership with the Jackson County Fair.

	CONCERT AGLOW
	Free chamber concert series as of 2023 for individuals with physical disabilities or sensory sensitivities - impacting approximately 250 attendees total.

	SENSORY-FRIENDLY
	An ensemble of adult advanced string musicians that practice weekly and perform free concerts for the community.
	Free partnered chamber performances with Dahlem Center.

	COMMUNITY STRINGS
	SUMMER SONGS DAHLEM PARTNERED PERFORMANCE
	246 CMS musicians of all ages showcasing what they have learned during their semester of music lessons.

	CMS STUDENT RECITALS
	A showcase performance for 95 students engaged in 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year string team group classes. Students also performed on stage with JSO musicians for the free Education Concert.

	STRING TEAM RECITALS
	The JSO is proud to partner with our community and perform at local fundraisers and events.

	COMMUNITY PERFORMANCES,
	CMS STUDIO RECITALS, AND MORE!
	OUR PROGRAMS
	THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
	OUR TOP SUPPORTERS
	LONGEVITY & OUR FOUNDATION

	Lauri Eberhart
	INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE!
	ENROLLMENT GROWTH
	At CMS, we believe that music education enriches the lives of our students, and we are committed to ensuring that this opportunity remains accessible to everyone, regardless of financial constraints.
	From babies to eighties, our CMS students can explore and learn over 20 different instruments and enroll in multiple classes.




	$39,174
	IN SCHOLARSHIPS
	$31,524
	$7,650
	Jed Fritzemeier
	Nichole Thompson
	FINANCIAL REPORT
	BUDGET

	$1.7M
	Revenue

	Expenses

	Marco Shehab
	THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC FOR OUR COMMUNITY
	HOW DOES OUR MUSIC ENRICH
	AND ELEVATE OUR COMMUNITY?
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